Juniper Green Community Council

Minutes of the meeting held in the Village Hall Committee Room on Wednesday 28th March 2012

Attendees:  Helen Ogg, Ricky Henderson, Vic Stewart, Anne MacNab, Maxine Henderson, Neil Ingram, Norma McGeever, Eric White, PC Steve Aitken (Balerno Ratho), Bill Henderson
1. Apologies:  Cliff Beevers, Rob Melville,  Jackie Moody
Minutes of meeting held on Wed 22nd February 2012 were duly approved as a true record

2. Matters arising
2.1 Jackie Moody’s biography has been completed and is live on the website
2.2 AGM – impact of delay of CC elections for another year was discussed.  Eric to take advice from Eileen Hewitt, CC advisor, on whether this impacts the planned delay in the AGM date for accounts from Gala

3.
Reports
3.1 Secretary
Richard attended a ‘Freedom of Information’ event and now holds related information for those who are interested.  No residents attended last police surgery – which Michelle Hathaway, the local Environmental Officer, also attended.

3.2 Treasurer
Balance £4554. Cheque for £25 to Edinburgh Pentlands written since then.  Holding cash of £3760 for Woodhall footpath repairs  and our own donation of £90 to this work, leaving approximately £700 – but with £1500 grant to follow.  Resulting cash available approximately £2200, with £1,000 earmarked for kites - £1200 remains.  But, calendar cost to come from that.  £368 was Farmers market profit at Kinleith site Market – but still making loss of £32.40 at new location, with move to profit next month.  Two new stall applications forwarded to Nick by Richard.
3.3 Planning Convenor
See attached report.  

Golf Club:  tree felling complete to allow for road widening, based on appealed planning application in 2004.  Some additional ‘diseased’ trees were also felled.  A replanting plan will commence when road widening and turning circle complete.  Neil to check this includes native trees.

School Development:  final consents granted and expected on site in next few weeks.  Developers of School and Golf Clubhave responded positively to idea of forming a working group to monitor impact of building work in area.  Neil to chase response from McCarthy and Stone.  Ricky able to provide contact with relevant PR company if required. 

Taylor Wimpey Muirwood Field Development: around 100 attended, comments submitted from JGCC, individuals, and Archie Clark, on behalf of Currie East Neighbourhood Watch.  Any full planning application would have to include any plans for prior traffic monitoring.

Neil attended Neighbourhood Partnerships Environment Infrastructure and Transport Group:  Safer Routes to schools, encouraging us to talk to Primary Schools – money available from Primary development to support this.  Noted that more children coming to schools on bikes and scooters.  Dog Fouling pilot project to be carried out in Colinton Mains Park (plastic bags provision).  Ricky to progress request for bins for dog foul bags at all Lanark Road entrances to Water of Leith. In addition, request for litter bin replacement at top/middle lower path past JGPS (opposite Astroturf). 

Spylaw Bank Road: problems parking near Colinton Church, especially  when children going to nursery.  Fire access compromised.  No resolution in sight.

Neil attended bus transport talk which included discussion of ‘bus borders’ ie building out so that bus doesn’t stop in laybys, but on main road.  Meeting queried whether this may be planned with £5k put aside for ‘Baberton Avenue’ bus stop as part of old school redevelopment.

3.4 Meetings/Walkabouts
Maxine attended Health Partnership meeting and priorities raised were ‘Ageing Well’ and long term conditions.
Rob and Eric attended meeting on conservation and energy.  Noted large numbers of organisations involved – and signposting to Energy Saving Trust would provide an overview.  Loft Insulation subsidy still on offer.  
Norma and Helen attended the EACC big debate on criminal justice.  Some key messages: Prison doesn’t work – especially for females with mental health problems.  Police focus on safer neighbourhood teams.  SACRO chief exec – conflict best resolved by involving victims and offenders.  Volunteering is good for offenders – with proper risk assessment.  
Helen attended the Community Safety Sub-group and the Funding Panel of Neighbourhood Partnership.

4 Police Report
See circulated Police report and an update was given on crimes in the area since the last meeting.
House breaking stats for Nov/Dec – 8 House breakings, 2 x HB with intent, 3 x attempted house breaking .  The numbers were reduced in Jan.  Dec 9 youth calls, 5 vandalisms, Jan 5 youth calls , 5 vandalisms (dropped from 19 of each in 2011).  Gents toilets in JG – no more reported activity.  No community officer yet identified for our area.  

Average speed in Baberton Mains is 27 mph – from speed survey (in a 20mph zone).  Youth also caught on mini motorcycle. 

Anne to approach Lloyd Richardson of Council Roads Section and ask for 20mph circles on roads at entrance to 20mph areas.

Maxine asked PC Steve Aitken to arrange for the opening of the Police Box on Lanark Road on Sat June 2nd at 1pm.  

5
Bloomiehall Park Celebrations
Walkabout with Craig Dunlop at beginning of March agreed siting for notice and vista boards.  Looked at wildflower meadow area of approx 30m length and 2m deep – to be plug planted and new cutting regime planned.  Richard has invited ‘Plant Life’ to send a speaker to one of our groups.  Craig to investigate area that floods – close to Golf Club wall.  Planting of larger trees is possible – and free ‘Jubilee Oaks’ are available, next planting around Oct/Nov time.

Grass area beside the tennis courts – now not mowed until after daffodils have flowered.  Intention to  move daffodils to clumps under trees. [Note: this area, including the daffodils, was mowed the day after this meeting].

Cliff issued an update on plans for Bloomiehall Park.  Rob noted via Helen that plans for the Football have stalled a little as they are waiting for input from others.  

Eric concerned that insurance related risk assessments are behind schedule.  To be raised at next Celebrations meeting – and delegated to others – to be completed by mid April.

Clean-up: Richard trying to get sponsorship from Co-Op (goody bags) and RBS (volunteers and/or pens, pencils etc).  Gazebo and table booked from Currie and Balerno News.  Susan Gibson cannot do the first aid so Richard to approach scouts or ambulance. JGPS have provided approx 20 volunteers –but with no detail.  Waste services and uplift arranged, with Tabards and badges for children from Keep Scotland Beautiful.  Richard circulating timetable for support from JGCC Committee.
Next meeting for Bloomiehall Celebrations is Wed 4th April.

5.2 Juniper Green Calendar 2013
Cliff has approached the printers for a price and he returns from holiday to progress this on April 3rd.  Aim ideally to sell at April Farmers Market
5.3 Funding for Centenary
Pentlands Neighbourhood Partnership has given grant of £1500. 
6 Other Issues
6.1 Village Hall House
Suggested it is under the remit of the Village Hall Lettings Committee, under chair of Malcolm Brown.  Committee awaits update from the council on whether any parties have registered interest.   

6.2 Wind Farm Proposal
This proposal relates to a remote area on the Lang Whang, not of particular consequence with respect to wildlife.  Neil noted mention in plans for ‘community benefit’ which was not detailed.  Meeting decided no formal comment from JGCC is appropriate as meeting opinion is neutral and it is far from our, and Edinburgh, boundaries.  Individuals to comment on individual basis if they desire.

6.3 Currie Community High School
See attached report.  Noted that since that was issued Kate Paton has announced that she is moving to a 2 year secondment within the Dept of Learning and Education.  Noted that this amounts to significant levels of change at a senior level in the school over next short to medium term.  Support noted for new appointment of PC Jimmy Dean as School Police liaison officer.

7 AOB
7.1 Publicity sub-committee, chaired by Richard, now Cliff, Helen, Maxine and Norma and many events in May needs to reconvene.  Anne to join the group to support this. 

7.2 Jane Geddes/Brogan asked us to support ramp access to Village Hall by writing letter to Council.  Helen will do this before 30 April 2012.  Maxine raised issue of road outside not being an adopted road. 

7.3 Commercial dog walkers issue being raised with regard to any relevant regulations, or subject to a licensing regime.  Ricky to submit a motion to the council to support this.

7.4 Environmental wardens to be requested for just prior to the Gala

8 Next Meeting

Next meeting will be held 25th April at 7pm in Village Hall Meeting Room

Duly signed as representing a true record of the meeting:

___________________________________  Cliff Beevers, JGCC Chairperson   ___  /  ____ /  ____

