
JUNIPER GREEN COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting held in the Committee Room at JG Village Hall, Baberton Avenue on Wednesday 28th October 2015 starting at 7pm.

Attendees: Ian Gilmour, Russell Salton, Vic Stewart, Neil Ingram, Cliff Beevers, Helen Ogg, Susan Perriss, Ken Davies, Norma McGeever, Anne Wimberley, PC Graeme Howie and Councillors Dominic Heslop and Bill Henderson. 
Visitors: Bill and Olive Richardson, Alistair Thirsk and one other resident of Lucas Gardens.
1. Apologies: Richard Watt, Gordon Miller, councillor Ricky Henderson and Joanna Cherry MP.                                                          

2. Minutes of September 23rd Meeting and Matters Arising: the minutes of 23rd September were accepted as a true record.
* Bill explained that he had not had chance to arrange the meeting to discuss the worsening situation on housing.

All other actions come up under agenda items.

3. 
Reports and recent meetings 


3.1  Secretary: There had been no licensing issues in our area over the last month.

3.2  Treasurer: Ken reported that the no 1 account balance was £2147.95 due, in part, to donations for the forthcoming Pentlands Book Festival.  In the no 2 account a balance of £6756.19 was explained after paying for the prizes at the recent Curriemuirend Park crosscountry competition.

3.3  Monthly local planning matters: Neil had circulated his report ahead of the meeting.  He explained that Alex Neil MSP had announced a review of the planning system and that he hoped to respond to it before the public consultation deadline on 1 December.  There followed a wide ranging discussion on the merits of the Murray plan to build 1500 houses east of Millburn Tower.  The feeling of the meeting was that although there were some serious concerns for the rural road system south of the site, that the building was on Green Belt land but that on balance, with qualifications, JGCC should support this development on the grounds that CEC had a target to reach for house building and this site would make a significant contribution to that target.  Action: Neil to prepare the JGCC submission to give support with qualifications. 

3.4  Meetings: Russell and Cliff had attended the Parents’ Council at JGPS on Monday 28th September and a meeting is arranged for this coming Friday to follow up the suggestions generated at that meeting; more details below at item 5.4.  Cliff and Helen had attended the PNP meeting on 8 October where natural neighbourhoods was discussed; see below for more details at item 5.2.  Cliff attended the JG Village Hall committee on Thursday 22nd October where much discussion had been on arrangements for the old folks Christmas Dinner.  The JGVHA are to receive a legacy from the Will of Dr Ross.  Helen attended the community conference organized by Edinburgh University.  The walkabout took place two weeks ago and the amended spreadsheet was circulated ahead of the meeting.  Norma reported on her attendance at the PNP Health committee where a new chairman has been appointed.
4.
Police report: Graeme reported on the crimes in our area and then dealt with the issues raised by the visitors.  There had been vandalism for the last 5 weeks and calls to 999 had not received the prompt attention expected by the public.  Events had culminated in a fire raising incident on the previous evening affecting outdoor buildings in the gardens of Woodhall Terrace.  Graeme left to take more information from the visitors. 


4.1  Safety committee meeting: Cycling on the Water of Leith walkway still remains a hazard to walkers.  Few cyclists seem to have bells or if they have fail to use them.  It was said that irresponsible dog walkers presented a hazard to cyclists.
5.
JGCC matters


5.1  JG Farmers Market: With the inclusion of a most attractive fruit and veg stall the October market, despite the poor weather, had been a great success.  The musicians had entertained and most stalls had been placed inside.  Thanks to Nick for organizing such a successful event.  Vic drew the committee’s attention to a new set of guidelines being proposed by CEC for street and market traders.  A couple of changes seemed most impractical for a market like the one at JG: a list of stallholders to be lodged with CEC seven days in advance of the market and the need to have a trained first aider on duty throughout the erection of stalls, market and disassembly of stalls.  The former was impractical and the latter far too expensive and restrictive.  Action Dominic to find out more.

5.2  Natural neighbourhoods and the boundary commission: Helen explained that she had been to the PNP meeting accompanied by Cliff on October 8.  At the meeting Nick Croft of CEC’s Transformation Unit re-iterated the apology that a mistake had been made and that the map would be re-drawn to reflect the true situation.  Viewfied Road, Muirend Avenue, the North side of Lanark Road between the by-pass and Gillespie crossroads together with Curriemuirend Park would all be restored into the natural neighbourhood of Juniper Green.  In this process the anomaly of the houses on the south side of Lanark Road would also be investigated and Bill had agreed to do this.  Jason Rust, Convenor of the PNP agreed to write to the Local Government Boundary Commission to explain the error which had initially been conveyed to it when CEC submitted the original natural neighbourhoods map.
Action: Bill will contact property owners on the south side of Lanark Road from the Gillespie crossroads to the by pass asking two questions: 1. Where do you think you live … JG or Colinton? 2. Who would you want to represent you … JGCC or Colinton CC?


5.3  Pentlands Book Festival, Book Week Scotland:  The programme has now been published online at www.pentlandsbookfestival.co.uk , on posters and on a leaflet.  Booking had started and free tickets were available online through Eventbrite, in Currie Library and from 495 Lanark Road.  The Edinburgh Advertiser is featuring our book festival, an article had gone into the Pentlands Digest and banners had been secured.  Cliff asked for volunteers to help at the various events.

5.4  Next summer’s gala: Susan, Russell and Cliff were due to meet with Alexa Pope and Katie Gordon on Friday 30 October at 2.30pm to resolve any outstanding issues on what form the gala might take.

5.5  The toilet building in Juniper Green: Anne had called a meeting at Molly’s for those interested in saving the toilet building.  As a result Cliff had been asked to contact the appropriate officer at CEC and a meeting has been arranged for 2pm on Wednesday 4 November to look inside the building; Vic, Anne and Helen would also be at the meeting.  

5.6  What 3 enhancements would you like to see in Juniper Green?  Ideas ranged from a re-modelled toilet building to supply services currently absent from the village like a post office and the sale of national newspapers; a mill museum and gin distilling premises.  Susan suggested that schoolchildren and their parents would be a good source of ideas.  Action: Anne to produce a questionnaire to discover these ideas.

5.7  Meet Your Politicians event: Cliff described the arrangements as they currently existed.  Bill is unable to attend due to previous commitments.
6.
Councillors’ corner: There were no other issues. 

7.  AOCB


7.1 Initiative to communicate with residents: Russell reminded the meeting of the commitment from the last meeting and sought volunteers to get the initiative off the ground in the New Year.

7.2 Email regarding funding for young people: Richard had recently forwarded the email and Russell wondered which youth groups we should be contacting.

7.3 JGPC “The Caring Community”, Sun 1 Nov: Cliff told the meeting of the church’s initiative to bridge the gap between kirk and community.  There was to be a discussion in Woods Deli on Sunday 1 November starting at 5.30pm for one hour on the topic of “The Caring Community”.  Cliff is to go and Helen volunteered to join him.

7.4 Helen informed the meeting of the AGM for EACC.
8.  Date and venue of the Next Meeting, walkabouts etc … our next meeting is due on Wed 25 November which clashes with a Pentlands Book Festival event at Currie Library, It was decided to go ahead with the meeting as planned.
___________________________________Cliff Beevers (Chairperson)                    /       /


